Testimonials
It is a pleasure to offer my testimonial on behalf of the teaching skills and instructional efficacy of Roger Landes.  I have had the pleasure of having taken private lessons with Roger in an effort to increase my understanding of Celtic music, as well as my instrumental skill on the mandolin family of instruments in the performance of Celtic music.  I have also attended seminars led by Roger at the ZoukFest festival (which he has organized over years past).  While my interest was in Celtic music, Roger's background includes extensive experience in many styles of music and encompasses an understanding of many musical instruments and how they can be employed in solo as well as ensemble performance.

      Prior to taking lessons with Roger, I had an extensive background in classical piano and considered myself a modestly capable self-taught guitarist who could apply those skills to the mandolin.  Roger was superb at respecting what I felt I "wanted" to try and learn, and did, in fact, help me learn several Celtic melodies that I continue to use as a foundation to build off of.  In addition, he  was capable of recognizing some of my misconceptions that were impeding my progress.  Regardless of what I "wanted", Roger was able to reveal to me some of what I "needed".  Like any outstanding teacher, Roger was able to focus upon my personal "needs", even if he had to (accurately and politely) make me aware of them in the first place.  This is personalized instruction of the finest quality.

      As the instructor for a group seminar on the use of the bouzouki in various types of music, Roger was exceptional at reconciling the highly variable skill and experience levels of the attendees in order to make the seminar valuable for one and all.  Roger was able to keep the seminar focused on learning, regardless of any individual's prior skill and experience.  That both experienced and amateur players were attending the same seminars every day is a testimonial to Roger's ability in this regard.

      In summary, I had started to take instruction with Roger to try and get "better" at playing Celtic music.  I came away with that, as well as much more.  After spending some time with Roger and having him address my concerns and questions and offer some constructive criticism and advice, I came away as a "better" musician.

truly,

Robert Rudawsky, M.D.

Albuquerque, NM

Roger Landes is a superlative musician who plays a variety of world music styles with the finesse and vigor of native musicians - be the music Irish, Albanian, or Middle Eastern music.  His playing is impeccable, but not driven by empty virtuosity, rather by an energized musicianship informed by thousands of performances, hundreds of jam sessions, and years of practice and study.  Roger is a musician that goes beyond the notes into the heart of the music, creating a depth of interpretation unparalleled in the fields of folk and international music.  And, in addition, it's downright entertaining and fun to hear him play. 

Paul Elwood
Associate Professor of Theory and Composition
Brevard College
Brevard, North Carolina
Roger Landes, in addition to being a world-class practitioner of roots musics from around the world, with special virtuosity in the fields of traditional Irish and Middle Eastern musics, is also one of the finest teachers I have ever met. 

Disciplined, analytical, methodical, articulate, patient, and endlessly imaginative, he is perhaps the greatest authority in the world on the translation of the Irish traditional idiom to the bouzouki, an instrument not inherently receptive to the idiom's style characteristics. When Roger Landes plays, I hear the voices of the great pipers, fiddlers, and singers of the tradition speak through his instrument. 

Moreover, he is an excellent scholar in the history, performance practice, and cultural contexts of these musics, and has a fantastic ability to synthesize these diverse sources into a compelling, rigorous, yet accessible and entertaining presentation, suitable for all ages and for general as well as specialist audiences. 

In addition to collaborating with Roger for concerts, recordings, and teaching media (DVD), I have also taught on staff at Roger's own summer school ZoukFest since its inception, and have consistently felt honored and privileged to be included in the ranks of his staff recruits. 

I cannot think of a musician/teacher who has more insight and great music to offer, and he has my most sincere and whole-hearted endorsement. Please do not hesitate to be in touch with me if you would like any further information.

Dr Christopher Smith, Music History and Literature 

Director, Vernacular Music Center 

Texas Tech University School of Music MS2033 

Lubbock, TX 79409-42033 

806/742-2270 x249; christopher.smith@ttu.edu
Roger Landes is a gifted string musician. His innovative style has helped define the role of the bouzouki as a lead instrument in Celtic and a wide range of world musics. He is one of a few farsighted and musically talented individuals who have re-defined the role of this once overlooked instrument. Landes has freely adapted ornamentations from many musical instruments and applied them in new and exciting ways on his instrument of choice. These incredible left and right techniques are applicable to all picked stringed instruments including guitar, mandolin and, of course, bouzouki. As the editor of Mel Bay's Webzine Mandolin Sessions, I find Roger's regular contributions to be highly instructive and very musical. Oh, if I only had the right hand of Roger Landes and the left hand of . . . come to think of it, I want his left hand too! 


Joe Carr

Levelland, TX

The O'Flaherty Irish Music Retreat hires teachers who not only teach Irish music well on their instruments but impart a passion for the music that can inspire our students.  Roger Landes brings both his talents and his heart to the classroom and, consequently, our students have rated him as one of our best.  He is a welcomed addition to our teaching staff.

Ken Fleming

Director,

O’Flaherty Irish Music Retreat

Dallas, TX

Roger Landes has been the bouzouki instructor for our traditional Irish

music festival for several years and has been one of the finest instructors

we have had at camp.  Not only a great musician, Roger has that rare ability

to transfer his knowledge and love of the instrument to others, and have

a grand time of it too!

Dan Paulson

Co director, Friday Harbor Irish Music Camp

As an American-born player of Irish music, I didn't have the luxury of growing up surrounded by the music and culture.   Having come to learn and love this wonderful tradition in only the last decade, many things about the music that might come naturally to someone who was immersed in it since birth need to be learned as an adult.   The learning process is a complicated one, which includes both listening to masters play the music, as well as learning the technical nature of playing it on your given instrument.   While I have had the pleasure of playing with several masterful players, not all of them are able to answer direct questions about the mechanics of technique, or even why it should be done in any particular way.  With Roger, you get the best of both worlds.  His technical ability on his instruments is first rate, and he possesses the ability to break it down intellectually and teach it in the simplest of terms which everyone can understand.  I owe much of my ability and the way I approach Irish music to the lessons and workshops that I have had with Roger Landes.

Pete Strickler 
Tenor Banjo & Irish Bouzouki 
Erie, CO

Recently, Roger Landes came to Denver for a weekend of Irish traditional music:  private lessons, a house concert, workshops, and, of course, sessions.  We all know Roger is a wonderful musician and always a joy to session with, but I was especially pleased and very impressed with his teaching skills.  (I was not *surprised* by those skills, however, as his annual ZoukFest is well-known as an excellent teaching festival.) 

Roger is professional, knowledgeable, unfailingly helpful, truly cares about his students and their goals and progress, and was pleasant, tactful, considerate, and patient with all.  He's also a very funny man and an excellent raconteur (as well as an amazingly good mimic), so be prepared to spend lots of time laughing if you're lucky enough to spend time with him.  We are bringing Roger back again soon and will make his visits something of a series, to build on what he's already taught, and are very much looking forward to it.  I highly recommend him as a musician, a teacher, and a person.  Just be sure to lay in an adequate supply of tea.  :) 

Zina Lee 
Denver, Colorado

Roger Landes is that most rare and valuable of musicians, being not only an accomplished and expert player, but also a creative and effective teacher.  He combines extensive and deep experience with the awareness and empathy which make it possible to communicate that experience to others. But wait!  There's more! His hearty enthusiasm for the music and easy going way of engaging with it are contagious. Watch out! Lessons with Roger are not just educational. They are great and glorious fun!

Dan McMullen

Redwood Valley, CA

Participants in Roger’s workshop had the pleasure of hearing him perform the evening before and were thoroughly inspired when they arrived for the morning workshop. Roger took time to carefully assess the needs and desires of each individual in the class in order to determine what instruction would be most beneficial for the group as a whole. Novice to the more experienced came away with a greater understanding of their instrument and tips to help them enjoy their playing more. Roger was down to earth and easy to be with making everyone in the class comfortable and open to learning.

Lillie Morris

Augusta, GA

Roger Landes was a great inspiration to me when I started playing Celtic music on the guitar.  He is a great player who has always been willing to show and tell me WHY he sounds that good through application of theory and technique. Anyone who duets with a visual distraction like Connie Dover and who can still hold your attention with his playing is a learning situation that you should take advantage of.  I do every chance I get.

Bill Wendt

Kansas City, MO

Roger Landes is a dynamic and varied performer who brings to his performances the unique combination of formidable knowledge, prodigious technical skill, and engaging arrangements on several instruments and crossing several cultural and stylistic boundaries.  As a teacher, he leverages these strengths, along with his natural amiability and his students' goals and abilities, to create a finely honed learning experience that will inspire as well as challenge long after the lessons have concluded.
Frank Blair

Portland, OR

I've been fortunate to travel and be exposed to many wonderful players and teachers of Irish music. Roger's willingness to patiently share his knowledge and perspective allows me to come away with at least one new tool for my kit every time we play together. He's a wonderful teacher that has provided me with sound advice and guidance in the music. In an aural tradition it is essential students have access to willing, proficient, players. Roger belongs on your short list.

Steve Cooper

Lubbock, TX
Roger is an incredible accompanist and has a tremendous relationship with the music, but more importantly a respect for the essence of traditional music… the melody.   In my view, that is what moves an accompanist to a master level.  Roger is definitely in that league as is evident by the lovely live concert recordings featured on “House to House.”
Jeff Moore

Austin, TX

I'm no English major but I can say something on the subject of Roger Landes' teaching abilities.  He knows a lot about modes and can tell anyone all about them while making sense. He provides excellent written materials students can take home and study later.  If a student wants advice on a particular musical area he knows about, he is very able to

help, such as all about how to make recordings. If he doesn't know about the subject he knows that too and refrains from giving advice on it.

Donna Brown

Kansas City, MO

Roger Landes was my best bouzouki teacher—patient and practical, and inspiring.
Frank Shopen

Lawrence, KS

Because of his vast knowledge and passion for world music Roger Landes was my first choice when seeking out a mandolin teacher.

Rima Ralff

Taos, NM

It seems like whenever I meet a good bouzouki player in this region, I find that they were, at some point, a student of Roger Landes. 


Kelly Werts

Kansas City area musician & producer

Roger Landes is of course an accomplished musician.  Just listen to his recordings, or read the reviews of them.  He is also a skilled and articulate communicator.  Perhaps most important of all, he is a great listener who can interpret from what students say and from their playing where they hope to take their music, and what barriers they are encountering.  He then sets challenges for them that are just enough of a stretch to take them past those barriers. 

Dale Kennedy

Albuquerque, NM

Roger Landes is an accomplished bouzouki player with a deep knowledge of Irish and other ethnic musics. His ability to impart that knowledge to his students, combined with his sense of humor and easygoing manner, make him a very effective and enjoyable instructor.

Michael Rofkar
Santa Rosa, CA

Roger Landes is not only one of the finest Irish musicians I have ever had the pleasure of playing with and listening to, he is simply one of the best all around musicians in any genre I have ever known.  His playing on the Irish bouzouki is always perfectly suited to not only the music itself but also his fellow musicians.  He has the uncanny knack of always knowing the perfect combination of notes that will lift a tune and make it live and breath.  The music always comes first for Roger and we as the listener, fellow player and student are the lucky recipients of this artistry.

David Coe

Nashville, TN
Roger Landes is a consummate musician and great bouzouki teacher. I've always come away from classes and personal lessons with issues addressed, heightened knowledge of theory and practice, and better yet,  cool new chops.  He's a patient, expert teacher who goes out of his way to help.
Mary Tulin

Banshee in the Kitchen

Bakersfield, CA

I had the good fortune recently to attend a concert and workshop with Roger Landes. Roger displayed great versatility on a variety of instruments and a playing style that showcased his deep understanding of the music. 
In his workshop Roger was a patient and approachable tutor and his vast experience as well as appreciation of the culture and origins of the music have helped me to be a better player. 


John Mullen
Denver, CO

Several years ago I was fortunate and privileged to be Roger Landes’ teaching assistant at the Swannanoa Gathering. I helped Roger for two years in a row while he was teaching classes in Irish Mandolin, Bouzouki and Guitar Accompaniment. I was the designated tune player for accompaniment, and helped beginners in the mandolin class. 

I learned more about Irish music, accompaniment styles, modes, and music in general by helping Roger, than I had from any of my past teachers. Roger is that rare person who has the musical background to teach chord theory, modes etc. and then show you tunes, and how to play them properly. Roger combines an understanding of theory with a real feel and ear for the music. Roger’s teaching style was easygoing … no pressure … the most important thing was to have fun with the music and enjoy the process of learning. I still play Irish, and other music, regularly and I have passed many of the ideas and concepts taught by Roger on to folks I play with, in particular ideas about chord choices for backing Irish fiddle tunes. I would recommend a Roger Landes workshop to anyone, regardless of their skill level, as a means to improve their playing, their approach to chord selection and in general as an opportunity to hang out with a gifted musician and teacher.

Steve Bennett

Columbia, SC
I've attended many Irish music camps over the last 5 years including Augusta Irish Week, Gaelic Roots, Lark Camp, Summer Solstice, Friday Harbor Irish Music Camp & ZoukFest for guitar and bouzouki.  Hence I've experience a wide continuum of Irish music instructors. All of the instructors are brilliant musicians, however, it is rare to find musical genius and the requisite teaching skills in the same person. Roger Landes is that individual as he is a consummate Irish musician, with the rare ability to logically explain his unique style and technique. He has a deep understanding of the basic components of music: melody, harmony & rhythm as well as the Irish 'lift' which characterize the style.  For example, all instructors teach some form of triplets.  In his depth & breadth Roger takes a refined approach to ornamentation including staccato triplets, cuts, rolls, cranns, grace notes, using picked notes, hammer-ons and pull-offs.  In this manner Roger is articulate in breaking down complex concepts into digestible bits.  All this in a witty, compassionate, patient, imaginative and entertaining fashion.  What's not to like?

Sam Broyles 
Jamestown, CO

Roger Landes first impressed me as a multi-instrumentalist on the bouzouki, guitar, pipes, mandolin and whistle. He not only plays all of these, but he plays them well. Roger teaches not because he has to, but because he chooses to and enjoys it, and he teaches as well as he plays.

He has helped me let go of my sheet music-oriented classical music training and embrace the aural tradition.

Chris Knox

Taos, New Mexico

